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As a mentor of students taking college entrance exams, I have been asked the range of 

questions about the UPCAT… 

 “How is the UPCAT computed?” 

“When will the results be released?” 

“I missed the UPCAT last August, is there another UPCAT this year?” (a recent question 

and the answer is “NO”) 

While most of the answers to these questions are readily available at the UPCAT website, 

plenty of students still prefer to ask them anyway. There is, however, a new question 

that is being asked only this school year both by students and schools alike: 

“MAY UPCAT BA THIS YEAR?” (Is there an UPCAT this year 2015?) 

Why is the answer to this question both important, and as of the moment… uncertain? 

 

 

K-12 was implemented in the Philippines in 2012, 3rd year High School students are now 

Grade 9. 

In 2011, DepEd allowed private schools to calibrate their grade levels during the K-12 

transition. Schools who took the program now have Grade 11 students instead of Grade 9 

for most other schools. This means that the grade 11 students will be graduating in 

March 2016. The exact numbers are vague but could be as high as 10,000 or more. 

University of Makati and 33 other SHS pilot classes has graduated more than 3000 

students as the first batch of Grade 12 students this April 2014. They have about 4000 

Grade 11 student. 

UPCAT is being administered in the Middle East and SAT scores from the US can also be a 

basis for UP admission. 

UP has informally and unofficially announced in several articles that there would be no 

incoming freshmen for 2016.  



It is not uncommon for students to be delayed in graduating in UP. In some courses, the 

number could be as high as 40% of the students. These students are dependent on the 

next batch of students for course offerings. 

 

 

For the sake of analysis, discussion or a simple thought exercise… Let’s try to tackle the 

series of questions below. The first series is we assume there is no UPCAT in 2015, the 

second series, we assume there is an UPCAT in 2015. 

 

SET 1: May UPCAT ba this year? 

“NO” 

 What will private school graduates which had calibration do after they 

graduate in 2016? Where will they study for college if there is no UPCAT in 

2015? 

 

 UP qualifiers from the Middle East and the US will not have a regular 

freshman batch they will join, and since their numbers are so few, will UP 

still accept them for their programs?  

 

 Will UP deny these students the chance to study in UP despite being part of 

the transition and pilot program of the DepEd K-12? 

 

The calibration was offered to good but not all private schools and there are prominent 

high schools who took the calibration. Although the definition of “good” can be 

questioned, it is noteworthy to mention that Ateneo High School calibrated their first 

batch of K-12 to Grade 9, these students are now at Grade 11 and will graduate in 2016. 

Other schools advanced their top students into pilot sections 1 or 2 grades higher. The 

numbers could be as high as 10k students, maybe even higher. These are good high 

schools with a high qualifying rate for UP.  



The next set of students is from the Middle East UPCAT takers and the SAT qualifiers 

from the US. Although their numbers are very few, roughly a hundred students in all, 

they are not affected by the K-12 program in the Philippines. In fact, our review center 

regularly has review students from the Middle East.  

And finally, students who participated in the pilot program in University of Makati and 

the 33 other Senior High School (SHS).  

We can cautiously estimate that these students number about 14,000 or more. If you 

think about it, these students were unaware in 2012 that when they enrolled as Grade 9 

students, there might not be an UPCAT in 2015. Most of these students enrolled as Grade 

9 thinking that they would be saving 2 years of study as compared to other schools. It 

was actually one of the marketing points used by some private schools who took the 

calibration program (Save 2 years of schooling). 

Not all of the 14,000 or more students deserve to go to UP, of course we understand that. 

That’s why the UPCAT would still screen the students. If they simply follow the passing 

rate for the UPCAT then there should be about 2000 students out of the 14000 who would 

qualify for UP if the K-12 was not implemented.  2000 is but a fraction of the usual 13,000 

students that UP admits each year, but these are still 2000 of the best students.  

Will UP deprive them of the chance to study in UP? Or will UP force them to wait for 2 

years until the UPCAT in 2017, basically not doing anything for 2 years?  

It is these pair of questions that makes I likely that there will be an UPCAT in 2015. 

If the UPCAT is only open for this pool of 14,000 students, then it would mean a limited 

offering of courses, this is still better than not doing anything for 2 years. 

This would also be the scenario for students who are delayed in their coursework. 

Without an incoming batch for 2016, failing in some subjects would mean that the 

student will have to wait for 2 years for the next batch of students to come in. This point 

is arguable of course as there will course offerings as long as there are students 

This point also begs another question, if it’s likely that there will be an UPCAT in 2015, 

would other universities follow suit? And another is, will UP retain its qualifying system 

(the cutoff is mostly based on the student count on high demand campuses or will they 

adjust to the volume of examinees? It’s likely that UP will adjust their qualifying cut-off 

and probably limit the number of courses offered.  

Summary: With these arguments discussed, it is very likely that there will be an 

UPCAT in 2015. 



SET 2: May UPCAT ba this year? 

“YES” 

 Who will be allowed to take the UPCAT? 

 

 Will schools that were part of the transition be allowed to accept students 

this late so that the students can be eligible for the UPCAT? 

 

 K-12 was designed to fill in gaps in education and give our graduates 

competitiveness and competence in the workplace and global scale. 

However, Top Tier High Schools such as the Philippine Science High School, 

public science high schools and private school honor graduates are already 

more than competent and competitive after 4 years of high school. Will the K-

12 Law penalize these students and not allow them to take the UPCAT or any 

other college entrance exams when they finish grade 10? 

 

 Will UP allow grade 10 students take the UPCAT? 

 

 Will DepEd allow grade 10 students to take college entrance exams? 

 

 If they do take the UPCAT at grade 10 and fail to qualify, would they still be 

allowed to take the UPCAT when they are in grade 12? 

 

 Where will non UPCAT qualifiers from this batch go? Back to grade 11? Will 

other universities administer an Entrance Exam? 

 

 There are already K-12 graduates, if there is an UPCAT and they qualify, the 

volume of new freshmen would still be miniscule compared to the 13,000 UP 

usually accepts. What courses would be offered and which campus will make 

the offerings? 

 

It looks very likely that there will be an UPCAT in 2015. 

There were some clues from UP themselves. In an interview about the traffic situation 

during UPCAT, the UP Official mentioned that the traffic situation would not be as bad 

since fewer students will take the UPCAT due to K-12. Another clue is that UP launched 

its own Free Online UPCAT Review this year to level the playing field (Review Masters 

has been giving students a free online review since 2008 - check out our Free Online 

https://upcatreview.com/free-upcat-review


UPCAT Review here.). UP has not given any official statement and can change its stance 

but it’s very likely that there will be an UPCAT this 2015. 

Assuming that there is an UPCAT the immediate question is: who will be allowed to take 

the UPCAT in 2015? 

It would be safe to assume that the students mentioned in the previous set of questions 

will be allowed to take the UPCAT. These are the students whose schools were part of the 

recalibration and students who took part in the K-12 Senior High School pilot. 

The real question is this: Are students allowed to transfer to schools who 

participated in the calibration just so that they can graduate earlier?  

This scenario is not likely to be permitted by DepEd; in fact we had a few parents in our 

review center who mentioned of this policy.  

Parents wanted to transfer their younger children to schools that had a calibration but 

these schools mentioned that DepEd policy states that if a student started in a K-12 

school, the students can no longer transfer to a school that has calibrated. This would no 

longer be an issue with Grade 7 and 8 students now since schools who calibrated in 2012 

started accepting Grade 7 students in 2013 and will be in line with the full K-12 program 

by 2016.  

Summary: Students who started at K-12 schools will not be allowed to transfer to 

recalibrated schools 

K-12 was implemented so that high school graduates will be more competitive with their 

international counterparts.  

In 2003, the Philippines ranked 42nd in Math and 41st in Science out of 45 countries in 

the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMMS). For the past 

decade, the Philippines did not participate in the TIMMS and did not improve our 

ranking thus showing a stagnation of our education system.  

K-12 is designed to address that problem. I fully agree with that premise and give my 

support of the K-12 program. 

However, media also often report of students winning international competitions in 

Math, Science, Technology and the like. This creates a mental conflict amongst people 

who see both reports. Are our high school students competent or not? 

MENSA, an organization for people with high IQ accepts the upper 2% of the population 

as members of their organization. The upper 2% has an IQ of about 130, the world 
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average IQ is 100 while the Philippine average IQ is only 86. The Philippines now have a 

population of over 100 million, by safe estimate; there are about 1 million students who 

are in grade 9 and about 20,000 of them have IQ’s above 130. Twenty thousand is 

approximately the number of students who qualify to the Top Tier Universities in the 

Philippines, which includes UP and Ateneo among others. 

The point is, students who qualify for UP and top level universities are already 

competitive in the world stage.  

UP has been producing world class graduates for decades and they all had only 4 years of 

high school. The addition of the Senior High School will greatly help the majority of 

students in the Philippines.  

However, there are students who don’t need the additional 2 years of high school. e.g. 

Students from Philippine Science High School and other science high schools were 

already taking college level courses even before the K-12 implementation.  These are the 

exact same students who are likely to qualify to UP.  K-12 would simply be a redundancy 

for them. Why then would they still be required to take Senior High School before going 

to college? 

UP has already considered this option: Allow grade 10 students to take the UPCAT in 

2015.  

The UPCAT itself is already a test of competitiveness and qualifiers would still be among 

the best students in the Philippines. Non-qualifiers could simply go back to senior high 

school and finish grade 12 before going to other colleges.   

Speculation: if a grade 10 student is allowed to take the UPCAT, he/she will no 

longer be allowed to retake the UPCAT when he/she is in grade 12. 

This is only an assumption, but Higher Education Institutions already have in place a 

system to qualify these competitive students. The issue here would be which Universities 

will be given this privilege to accept students directly from Grade 10. 

Summary: It is likely that there will be an UPCAT in August 2015. But the decision 

who to allow to take the UPCAT is entirely up to UP. We are hoping that UP allow 

grade 10 students to take the UPCAT. With that, incoming grade 10 students should 

prepare for the UPCAT and other entrance exams.  

 

 



The K-12 will have its birthing pains. Parents and schools feel this pain. As a college 

entrance exam review center, we feel that pain as well. The K-12 program will be very 

helpful for our country in the long run. We just need to stick to the system and try our 

best to cater to the needs of the students caught unaware in the transition. With these 

questions and thoughts, it’s looking more and more likely that there will be an UPCAT in 

2015. 

So what do you think? 

May UPCAT ba this year? 

 

Neb Perez 
BS Electrical Engineering 
VP for operations and training - Review Masters 


